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An Overview of Distributed Vs. Centralized Generation. The model to develop the renewable energy growth

can be the Centralized or the Distributed generation and both of them have several pros and cons, surely

currently both of them are needed as the spread of the distributed generation is not so wide and capillary.

The aim of this paper is to evaluate the relative benefits and weaknesses of centralized generation (CG) and

distributed generation (DG) in the future electric grid interface. The CG has been in dominant use in the

legacy system, serving large consumption of power but with variety

A Centralized Generated system has a central location of power being generated before the generated power is

transmitted, distributed and made available to consumers. Clearly, power generated at the central station

cannot be the same as the total sum of power supplied to consumers.

Distributed vs. Centralized Power Generation Solar power can come from either distributed (PV) or

centralized (CSP, PV) generation. Distributed generation takes the form of PV panels at distributed locations

near load centers. Centralized plants are typically located at the point of best resource availability,

This section analyses the main benefits and drawbacks of conventional centralized generation and of the new,

distributed architecture of power systems, discussing first of all the reasons for this change of paradigm.

Distributed generation, also distributed energy, on-site generation (OSG),&#91;1&#93; or

district/decentralized energy, is electrical generation and storage performed by a variety of small,

grid-connected or distribution system-connected devices referred to as distributed energy resources

(DER).&#91;2&#93;

For example, coal power plants are built away from cities to prevent their heavy air pollution from affecting

the populace. In addition, such plants are often built near collieries to minimize the cost of transporting coal.

Hydroelectric plants are by their nature limited to operating at sites with sufficient water flow.

Low pollution is a crucial advantage of combined cycle plants that burn natural gas. The low pollution permits

the plants to be near enough to a city to provide district heating and cooling.

DG reduces the amount of energy lost in transmitting electricity because the electricity is generated very near

where it is used, perhaps even in the same building. This also reduces the size and number of power lines that

must be constructed.

Typical DER systems in a feed-in tariff (FIT) scheme have low maintenance, low pollution and high
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efficiencies. In the past, these traits required dedicated operating engineers and large complex plants to reduce

pollution. However, modern embedded systems can provide these traits with automated operation and

renewable energy, such as solar, wind and geothermal. This reduces the size of power plant that can show a

profit.

In addition, molten carbonate fuel cell and solid oxide fuel cells using natural gas, such as the ones from

FuelCell Energy and the Bloom energy server, or waste-to-energy processes such as the Gate 5 Energy System

are used as a distributed energy resource.

Photovoltaics, by far the most important solar technology for distributed generation of solar power, uses solar

cells assembled into solar panels to convert sunlight into electricity. It is a fast-growing technology doubling

its worldwide installed capacity every couple of years. PV systems range from distributed, residential, and

commercial rooftop or building integrated installations, to large, centralized utility-scale photovoltaic power

stations.
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