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Explore historical and projected climate data, climate data by sector, impacts, key vulnerabilities and what

adaptation measures are being taken. Explore the overview for a general context of how climate change is

affecting Cuba.

Observed, historical data is produced by theClimatic Research Unit (CRU)of University of East Anglia.Datais

presented at a 0.5? x 0.5? (50km x 50km) resolution.

Overall risks from climate-related impacts are evaluated based on the interaction of climate-related hazards

(including hazardous events and trends) with the vulnerability of communities (susceptibility to harm and lack

of capacity to adapt), and exposure of human and natural systems. Changes in both the climate system and

socioeconomic processes -including adaptation and mitigation actions- are drivers of hazards, exposure, and

vulnerability (IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, 2014).

This section provides a summary of key natural hazards and their associated socioeconomic impacts in a given

country. And it allows quick evaluation of most vulnerable areas through the spatial comparison of natural

hazard data with development data, thereby identifying exposed livelihoods and natural systems.

Climate change is now recognized to have a significant impact on disaster management efforts and pose a

significant threat to the efforts to meet the growing needs of the most vulnerable populations. The demands of

disaster risk management are such that concise, clear, and reliable information is crucial. The information

presented here offers insight into the frequency, impact and occurrence of natural hazards. Source (PDF)
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Cuba has become the latest country to enshrine the fight against climate change in its constitution -- provoking

a mixed response from the scientific community.

In late February voters approved a new constitution that included amendments directing Cuba to "promote the

conservation of the environment and the fight against climate change, which threatens the survival of the

human species". The country joins ten other nations, including Ecuador and Tunisia, that mention "climate" or

"climate change" in their constitutions.

Some researchers believe the additions are a positive sign of a growing worldwide impetus to combat extreme

weather events. Cuba has already introduced aggressive policies to combat global warming, including a
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long-term plan to adapt to more destructive hurricanes, extreme droughts and sea level rise.

"It''s very exciting to see what Cuba is doing," says Carl Bruch, an attorney at the Environmental Law Institute

in Washington DC. "The fact that you''re seeing climate change in the highest law of the land reflects the

growing urgency in addressing it."

The climate-related language in the constitution is "a nice sentiment", says Rolando Garc?a, an atmospheric

chemist and Cuban expat at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. But efforts

to address climate change in Cuba seem to proceed slowly, he says. "The aspirational goal enshrined in the

new Cuban constitution does not change anything."

Any plans by Cuba to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions will be a drop in the bucket for global carbon

emissions, Garc?a says. Cuba was responsible for 0.1% of the world''s total carbon dioxide emissions in 2014;

by contrast, the United States released about 15%, according to data gathered by the World Resources

Institute, an environmental think-tank in Washington DC.
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