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Plans to create an electricity cable link from Turkey to the northern part of Cyprus are far from transparent,

with experts warning that if the interconnection method isn''t implemented, the Turkish Cypriot electricity

woes would be worsened rather than alleviated.

In recent weeks, newly re-elected Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his vice president Cevdet

Y?lmaz, who paid separate visits to the island, listed among their priorities an undersea electricity cable

project from Turkey to put an end to the power cuts in the north. This was taken as a sign that the project that

has been voiced occasionally for the last decade will finally materialise.

Turkish Cypriots have been suffering from sweltering power cuts mainly due to lack of necessary investments

in the electricity infrastructure and frequent fuel shortages. There were a total of 5,277 power cuts in 2022

according to economist Mertkan Hamit, which makes the country two times worse than Pakistan with the

worst average monthly electricity supply according to World Bank data.

Moreover, as electricity is mainly produced using imported fuel oil, high electricity prices due to the volatility

in fossil fuel prices, the war in Ukraine and the depreciation of the Turkish lira, are crippling the community.

The price of electricity increased by over 190 per cent since the beginning of 2022, according to the figures

from the Turkish Cypriot statistics department.

While the finer details of the cable project have not been made public, experts are expressing concern over the

lack of transparency and warning that if the plan is to merely buy electricity from a power generator in Turkey

through a one-way system rather than an interconnection permitting a two-way transmission of electricity

between Turkey and the north, this would worsen energy supply security and further increase prices.

"I fear that the project on the table right now might merely be an electricity transfer without interconnectivity,"

says Ozdil Nami, who was responsible for the energy dossier in the north between 2018 and 2019.

There are political difficulties in front of establishing an interconnection with Turkey, as the country is an

observer member of the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E),

energy economist and electrical engineer Yusuf Avc?oglu explains to the Cyprus Mail.

ENTSO-E, which unites European Union member states'' transmission grids, was established by EU countries

in 2009 to increase energy supply security. There is a permanent connection between Turkey and the

ENTSO-E''s Continental Europe grid since 2015 via Bulgaria and Greece.

"ENTSO-E is the ultimate arbiter regarding the connection of a third state to the main grid," says Avc?oglu,

who is also the former vice-chairman of the board of directors of the Turkish Cypriot electricity authority
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K?b-Tek. "Therefore, ENTSO-E''s permission and approval is needed for any interconnection made by

Turkey."

According to Avc?oglu, as long as the Cyprus problem remains unresolved, ENTSO-E will not grant a permit

to Turkey to make an interconnection with the northern part of Cyprus, and the only method that can be

approved and implemented at the moment is the "isolated area feeding" method.

"This means electricity can only be transmitted one way by Turkey to the north through a power generator set

up separately from the main grid," Avc?oglu says. "This is not interconnection. A two-way transmission will

be impossible. We would not be able to export the power generated by solar energy."

According to reports, the cable from Turkey "will meet one thirds of the total demand. This is a huge share.

The smallest problem or failure would make the country plunge into darkness," says Nami. "On top of that, we

would not be able to sell our extra electricity generated by solar panels and the electricity prices would spike

because the investment cost of this huge project plus all the operational and other expenses would be reflected

in the electricity bills."
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