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On the outskirts of Kosovo's capital Pristing, two ageing coal-fired power plants supply electricity to much of
the country. The clouds of smoke they constantly emit are clearly visible from roads out of town and from
higher ground within the city.

Kosova A and B, only around 5km from central Pristina in the town of Obilig, are two of the most polluting
power plants in Europe. Built in the Yugoslav era - the first unit of Kosova A was put into operation back in
1962 and Kosova B opened in 1983 - they still supply around 90% of Kosovo's electricity.

Now, however, there are plans to change that. One of the Southeast Europe region"s largest wind power plants
is aready in operation at Bajgora in the mountains of northern Kosovo, and in 2023 the government adopted
an ambitious energy strategy to shift Kosovo towards renewables.

It is located about 40 kilometres north of the capital Pristina in the southern foothills of the Kopaonik
mountains. Developed by a joint Kosovo, German and Israel venture, Sowi Kosovo, it received funding from
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Erste Bank Austria and Slovenian bank
NLB.

"It was in the end the biggest renewable energy project in Kosovo at 105 MW. One of the highlights of this
project for me is that it was a JV from a German company with partners from Israel and Kosovo," head of
Potsdam-based Notus Europe Rico Koch saysin an interview with bne IntelliNews in Pristina.

"It was an important project for Kosovo because as a country we are an energy importer, and we are faced
with alack of electricity especially during the winter season," says Guri Shkodra, Notus" country manager for
Kosovo.

"It continues to be one of those landmarks, the starting point of a long process of decarbonisaton the country
has to go through which includes the energy transition as well."

Asked how difficult it was to carry out the project, Rico says it was helpful that the authorities were behind it -
even with multiple changes of government during the planning and construction periods.

Technically, the project was complicated by the fact the site is up in the mountains, and the turbines were
imported via the port in Durres in neighbouring Albania. However, as Koch points out, Notus has existing
projects in the mountains of Austria, France and South America, so the firm had experience in working in a

mountai nous environment.

Opening the plant was an important step, and there are plans for further investments in both wind and solar.
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Despite being extremely rich in lignite, Kosovo aims to switch to renewable energy and eventually achieve a
full decarbonisation of its energy sector.

At the same time, Kosovo faces a growing need for energy, as its economy is among the faster-growing in the
region, with export-oriented manufacturing an important part of its growth.

This won"t be easy given that coal has long been the logical choice in Kosovo given the country”s immense
resources, the small country has 12.5bn tonnes in proven reserves of lignite, which officials say is the fifth
largest of any country worldwide.

Contact usfor free full report
Web: https://hollanddutchtours.nl/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com
WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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